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The cover design is the expression ‘al-hamdulillahi’ (All praises are due to Allah), written in block 
kufic script, using the four colors: yellow, black, green and red. Each of the colors corresponds with the 
four seasons: august, winter, spring and summer; the four temperaments: hot/humid, cold/humid, 
cold/dry and hot/dry; and the four elements: air, water, earth and fire. Each of the four realities have 
seven Arabic letters which correspond to them, which indicate the seven days of the week and the 28 
days of the lunar month, excluding the day the moon disappears represented by the 29" letter which is 
laam/alif (2). The motif encloses a hausa ‘wise man knot’, which represents all inclusive knowledge. 
This in turn, encloses the hatumere* (seal) or paranormal square which represents existence (al-kawn), 
with three intersecting squares enclosing an empty center, which represents the Perfect Human (insaan 
kaamil). The ‘al-hamdullillahi’ is the first articulation of the macrocosmic human and the ‘al- 
hamdullillah’’ is the last articulation of the ‘microcosmic human as he enters the Paradise of Gnosis of 
its Lord. Thus, the motif represents eternal praise of Allah for endowing humanity with all inclusive 
knowledge of existence. 


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic or otherwise, without written permission of the publishers. 


The first edition of this text was published in 1991. The second edition with the commentary was 
published in 2013. 
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Folio 1 of the manuscript Shukr’l-Waahib of Shaykh Abd’|-Qaadir ibn Mustafa from the private library of Shaykh Muhammad 
Bello ibn Abd’r-Raaziq ibn Uthman ibn Shaykh Abd’|-Qaadir ibn Mustafa in Maiurno, Sennar, Sudan. The scribe of this 
manuscript was Shaykh Abd’r-Rahman ibn Uthman ibn Shaykh Abd’|-Qaadir ibn Mustafa, who was known as Shaykh Ya‘bana. 
The type of paper was the traditional intergenerational type which Dr. M. Abd’|-Baqi al- Kunari and Dr. J. M. Bloom described 
so accurately in their brief but monumental studies. The paper used is an Italian import with the legendary 17" century tre lune 
(three crescent moon) watermark. This type of paper had been re-imported into the regions of the Bilad ‘s-Sudan since the 13" 
century up until the time this manuscript was transcribed in the later part of the 19" century. The size of the manuscript is 60 
centimeters in length by 45 centimeters in width [60 cml x 45cmw]. The dimension of the inscription is 55 centimeters in length 
by 32 centimeters in width [55 cml x 32 cmw]. There is an average of 20 lines of colophon on each of the four folios which this 
manuscript comprises. The type of ink is a brownish-black ink made from burnt date stones and gum Arabic. The style of writing 
is the sharp and tightly stylized Jihadi script which was born in the 19" century in the unifed Hausa confederation of the Sokoto 
Caliphate. The central location of Hausaland between the luxuriant civilizations of Songhay in the west and Kanem-Borno in the 
east; is what produced this pragmatic cursive shorthand style. It was thus born out of a combination of the western Tinbukti- 
Andalusi style prevalent from Kumasi to Merrekesh and the Sus al-Aqsa and the royal eastern Barnawi-Ifriqi style which spread 
as for as Sennar and Mecca in the east and was highly regarded among the booksellers of Tunis, Tripoli, Cairo and Alexandria. 
The quality of the scribal hand is even, clear, consistent and strong but streamlined and concise; like the art of war afterwhich it 
was named — jihadi. It thus, can be counted among those forms of writing which developed with the advancement of 
swordsmanship, like those of the Japanese bushido samurai culture and the scholar-warriors of WuDang mountain. 
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Showing Gratitude-to the Benefactor 


for the Divine Overflowing.He Gives to Those Favored 


pling Sede Uist ple han IN past cyASN al py 
In the name of Allah the Beneficent the Merciful, O Allah send blessings 
upon our master Muhammad and grant him peace 


eats cli Gade 8 ISN) GI ab bal 
I begin with the Name of the Creator of illuminations 
Into the veil which envelopes the hearts and inner visions 
elats ly GleLall syle ye eliglls elalall (itis 
The One who makes the knowers and particles transcend 
The outer appearance of the Divine Attributes and Names 


oad! Dall js ul aly) 285! C585! (3 
The One who diffuses the projection of the exalted orbit 
When He manifests the Self Disclosure of His Most Holy Majesty 
Oliilly 48a) alll Gldy) ale 4) Shadi 
I praise Him since He is the One who teaches man 
By means of the Primordial Pen, wisdom and acute clarity 
BAUGH cy5lly Syl) Calls Gaal 
Which He infuses in the.matrices.of- human nature 
And the spirit the receptivity for Divine realities 
aril Ak Gyo Gag Ll | ashe alas Geadiil 
For, I have gathered together a compilation of the sciences 
Which I gleamed from the wisdom of the Eternally Self Subsistent 
lse-éthe ads Gold ite Sl AS) HLL 
Glory be to Him perpetually Who.dispenses.upon 
The elite of His creatures, Divine gifts which are amazing 


son's ibiadd) Zi) le \aajadl AE SLAM Si 
Then may eternal blessings and everlasting peace 
Be upon the Chosen Prophet Muhammad 


MG pel (a5 Adin; Mal) Catal (os alls 
And his family, the possessors of exalted spiritual ranks 
And his Companions, and those who follow in their spiritual Path 


Ga gall ja i ase agli 58a sith Kh ws 
My objective with the poem is Showing Gratitude to the Benefactor 
Glory be to Him For the Overflowing He Gives Those Favored 


asiaall 585 Ga elal aslall dga cys Gad Le 
Regarding what we were singled out for with respect to sciences 
For fulfilling rights include gratitude to Him as an obligation 


Less Led ail 8 ED Oh ley ARS Vy deeds Y 
Not for fame or in order to boast due to them 
But rather desiring by means of them to have increase in them 


its sal ile o Sil cela sll a) Mad 
So, I praise Allah, the One who guided me 
To show gratitude to Him for the love He has shown me. 


sepa) aglil) Gye Asis) La 383 
Mentioning What I Received From the Shari‘a Sciences 


esulls 3} JalL tei ii Ell ale Ge LAS) 
For we have taken from the sciences of the sharia 
Its disciplines by means of textual and direct oral transmission 
JEtalls SUS) Kish JE Gladys 
And by perusing the volumes of text 
Of the prominent books as well as the minor ones 


Saysilly glilly Ail Saylelll a5 CI Gy 
From the linguistic sciences, from morphology 
And grammar, and rhetorical eloquence by deep study 


alaill 4acolsll ually alklls asd) Sgtal (403 
From the foundations of jurisprudence and scholastic theology 
And a study of the clear and perfected Sunna 
aiUially Liat tapes Ayal peal abil 
And jurisprudence, Qur’anic exegesis-and transmitted expertise 
And other than these by means of memorization and diligence 


-0 oe r aed § ae a a ~ gee 
EAI le FA Gengtedll cas | cgSll gist ase Gas 
From the spiritual purification of character reformation that 
Is to the wayfarer of the elite, the best which can be bestowed 


arg Sails SiGY) asl Ge Aig] le jS3 
Mentioning What I Received From the Elemental Sciences by Means 
of Textual Transmission and Other Than That 


Jad 3] 588 ME Os HY asl yo Wil Sa 
We garnered benefit from the elemental sciences 
From many small books or from condensed texts 


wh alte O05 ol HS be as Gal Ly 3 all 
By means of textual transmission or by what fell in my hands 
From books on these and what had been collected from texts 
Leas Ce Jills 3} pail ed GalLaall 558; 
And from extensive perusal of these texts 
With comprehension or transmission from its masters 


cial givigstal ghligy onetually aly CLL 
Like medicine, physiognomy, arithmetic 
And logic which.guides to what.is.correct 
etl eS; Chl Lig gills tll USs5 
The wisdom of the stars and physics, which 
Is the assistant to medicine by the prevailing judgment. 
Cas jrall Wate Leth Casall GUSYL alalls 
And the science of paranormal squares and of letters from the perspective 
Of the intrinsic effects and numerical values that are well known 
zal diated cite Nl, cGills SUSY Is Jails 
The science of geomancy, onomatomancy and circular divinatory tables 
And demarcation, the articulation of which is difficult 


sash 3) tag .§ dau ous ASS Ye land; 
And other than these whose judgments are numerous 
And whose original formulation is ancient or recent 


GilgaN a gle Gua Adis] Le 553 
Mentioning What I Received From the Sciences of Spiritual Realities 


Realize that we have transmitted texts 
Regarding its method from those reliable in spiritual courtesies 


woe neh 42 te 2-4 . or 480% -, 1% 
cls Gaal le es Gall Cgay Legs Gaol 
Our understanding was inundated by the help of the Absolute Being 
In these realities based upon verification and spiritual progress 
SSB gy dhtly aLaghls Crlgally aga sh! ale 
The science of divinity and the science of the essences 
And the qualities, the enterprises, and then the Divine Essence 
elalall Cals GilLalls LALO GLlsil ale 
The science of the Self Manifestation of the Divine Names 
And Attributes which is the matrix of the scholars and the learned 
Slull ae Ais GSI | ss sab) ale sjads 
And power, knowledge; will, life 
The Mother of the Book, its quintessence with its sublimity 
Sse) Ge chav! cals ssSlally cha5Y) ales 
And the science of the spirits and the unseen spiritual kingdoms 
And the Spirit of all spirits in the kingdom of power 
Bie oaks 4p Ul Lee Bilal SS on les 
And other than these among a portion of the divine realities 
From which we were prepared by heightened understanding. 


AB gical Maye gle SS) ys) gle chy lls’! agle Ge Ais te 583 
Mentioning What I Received in the Sciences of the Awliyya Which 
Are the Sciences of Secrets According to the Path of the Sufis 


Jal8 eis tall Jail 5G ob sel, 
Realize that the Originator of articulations 
Inundated us with perfect comprehension in these sciences 
Agliall UV igh; AMS (ei Y Ale (45 
They are sciences for which there are no written texts 
Nor can they be articulated utilizing rational proofs 
amt qurall le Was alas ce Gusill Leas 
The Holy One bestows upon the one who learns it 
Although elucidating it openly has been made prohibited 
Bilal a Gye le ails SLAY JS Lally 
Thus we will mention them by means of allusion 
And revelation by. what will.convey the.correct expression 


SEE OSI DENS baa Ig all asle Uys 
From them: the sciences of divine attraction and ecstatic inattention 
Likewise, the annihilation of universal existence without effects 


Likewise from these sciences. is the science of the Hand 
And the science of the Veil.of Eternal-Glory 


a ae Rees ead) 48 F = .. 
liners @eiommmmme | GS Oe C29 
And from its environs is the science of the Foot 
The Tablet, the Primordial ‘Nuun’ and the science of the Pen 


Oba) staal) lati dle Oat! sles SAN ate 
The science of ‘conceptualized visions’ and the science of the ‘Shadow’ 
The science of the ‘Gown’, the ascendant teacher 


eljgll Aley eliall shal lial) sles sil) Ale 
The science of the residuals and the science of ‘the Griffon’ 
And the ‘White Pearl and the science of the ‘Pages’ 


sl ele elajudl AA aly es Gall 
The ‘Throne’, the ‘Footstool’ and the ‘Bridal Pavilion’ 
The ‘Black Swamp’, the science of the ‘Lote Tree’ 
Ateally Ca garall gis TG Bp Vow Lae; 
And other than these which are comprehended by experience 
And is understood by the one mad in Allah and the sober traveler 


Aleit) Jail ls} te ASlivs Ib a slall oaks 
All of these sciences without exception are the spiritual methods 
Of the most notable of the outstanding luminaries of transmission 


dAglat Hiyk pb pe Got Lah hull agle Ge Madl  583 
Mentioning What I Received From the Science of Secrets As Well, 
However Outside of the Path of the Sufis 


cy At oe 4s pacesy cslill JS Lails 


We will mention them by means of allusion 
Preventing me by it from declaring them openly 


CEVA So Cl sig cast 
What the Wise Opener designated us with 
From the wisdom whose oceans never run dry 
ey puke al Gites Biel Mayk Ge Gulls 
Not from the path of spiritual purification 
Were they obtained by us, so seize it and realize 
GES Le Quaks (8 Leh Lal 6383 al Digaall Gis 
Among them are the Tabulations of what we mentioned 
Whose foundation. we.placed.in.some.of.our books 
sik oubteasd | | tl cline fis 1 
Likewise the keys of the attributes of the outward 
Excluding these are the secrets which are concealed 


coiljsil peoliall isties cls! _fifiall sal ale 


The science of the spiritual tridimensional power 
And the place of ascent of the elemental lights 


isl) ual ye cla eit) Galil ite 5 
And the Holy Divine Sea of Jesus 
And the Living Water of the Spring of al-Khadr 
e5Sil) all fle Wing paella) Gag He 
The science of the letters of His Immense Name 
And from this is the science of the Venerated Black Stone 


gia By publ de all Cally Gaal dle 
The science of the nawaamees and the heart of the letter ‘ayn 
The science of the hawaameem without fabrication 


pail aah Jilie le Joell ealsall Lag 5a Ale 
The science of the letters which open the Qur’anic chapters 
Upon the matrices of the ranges of recorded existence 
Avaylall ssa! gic juats Aizaelé age (ys Ite He 
And other than these from the sciences which are concealed 
Where the strongest intellects fall short and turn away 


peabaa Yo SY) CHES a gle Gye coh Uytiigl Lu! a gle Ge Jal aglé JS) 
Ad) Age co aga) hy cc aleeall 2A 9) SiG Yy UE tg ad 

Mentioning the Other Sciences From the Sciences of Secrets That I 

Have Received From the Sciences of the Greatest Unveiling Which 


No One Except Us Have Craved for and Which None Will Disclose 
Except the Muhammadan Seal, Who is the Mahdi, upon him be peace 


Sab dots Gy jek 8 5335 aSall Stl dle 
The science of the Stout of Heart and the Universal Perimeter 
Which Manifest the moment of the hours of the totality. 


Ossrall je 4 SI call we Os Sall abe) ay) ile 
The meanings of the Most Immense Concealed Name 
Hidden in the Spirit or treasured in its secret 
cla) 28 SY) Ae al be GE adh Gyo ESSE SS 
Then I deciphered the talismans of the Book 
That none of the Aw/iyya had decoded through communication 


ell) asl Gay tae US 8 ld) ale claly dle 
The science of the augmentations of the sciences of the Prophets 
Transmitted in every epoch fromthe sciences of the Awliyya 


ma! aes Glas ells Jal 153 ale 
The science of the manifestation of the night and the day 
Then I entered into the Ka ‘ba of Secrets 


Sab yi oll ale gf tall ale fail Gas 
And | also obtained the sciences of the Throne 
In the world of sleep without any difficulty 
due Y bill 8 Gh Auld (Gila 1 US 
Each of these sciences are from the sanctified realities 
And from vision during sleep, not from the sensory 
08) Glallie Ls 48 eae: (gill all Seal 
So, all praises are due to Allah who by means of His praise 
Has perfected in us the righteousness of His divine support 


wal Zeltell ZN) le Wages Aull SLall 3 
Then blessings and peace eternally 
Be upon the Haashimi Prophet Ahmad 


CAM 5a le (sil oy ys Ci US5 ashes alls 
And upon his family, Companions and everyone who 
By means of his light is guided throughout the ages 


Gai sill atly oui 
It is complete and success is with Allah 
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